FAITH COMMUNITIES

RESPONDING TO CHILD ABUSE
Faith communities are vital in keeping kids safe! 1 in
4 girls and 1 in 7 boys are sexually abused by age 18.
Faith communities keep kids safe by

KNOWING THE SIGNS
EMOTIONAL ABUSE
Extreme behavior changes: overly aggressive or compliant
Emotionally unattached to caregiver and others
Caregiver constantly blames, belittles or berates the child and refuses to help

OFFENDERS TARGET FAITH
COMMUNITIES

In a study of 3,952 male sex
offenders, 93% of them
describe themselves as
"religious" or "very religious".
Sex offenders report that
churches have the weakest
child protection policies, very
rarely provide training on child
protection and are easily
manipulated because people of
faith are "trusting".

the child when needed
Fearful, won't make eye contact with others

SEXUAL ABUSE AND SEXUAL EXPLOITATION
Child attaches quickly to strangers or new adults
Displays unusual sexual knowledge or behavior for age
Difficulty walking or sitting
Sexual transmitted infections
Pregnancy
Fearful of and does not want to be alone with certain people
Unsupervised time online
Does not want anyone to know who they are talking to online
Sexually explicit photos and videos on their devices

NEGLECT
Child begs or steals food, has poor hygiene or states that no one at home
provides care
Child using alcohol or other drugs in caretakers presence
Adults in home abusing alcohol or other drugs
Unlocked weapons or guns in the home
Bedrooms with bolt or padlocks on the outside

HOW DOES CHILD ABUSE
AFFECT SPIRITUALITY?

Beds or furniture with ties, chains restraints on them
Small children unsupervised

Abuse and neglect

can violate every part of a
child's body, mind and soul.
But it's the spiritual wounds
that can take the longest to
heal.

PHYSICAL ABUSE
Fearful of the caregiver
Unexplained injuries, including: burns, bites, broken bones, bruising, black
eyes or complaints of pain
Injuries are on the head, face, abdomen, buttocks and back
Caregiver offers inconsistent stories for injuries
Caregiver will not give anyone access to the child

If you SEE SOMETHING,
or IF A CHILD DISCLOSES,
SAY SOMETHING,
You DO NOT have to have proof,
You only have to have suspicion.

BE A PART OF THE
SOLUTION

3 WAYS TO REPORT

APP:
MDCPS
Report Child Abuse

Child Abuse
Hotline

https://reportabuse.

1.800.222.8000

mdcps.ms.gov/

or 601.432.457

When making a report, provide as much information as you can:
Victim's name, address or location, school information, approximate
age, race and sex (if known).
If you observe abuse in a public place and the child and family
are unknown to you, try to provide:
the location the incident occurred
approximate time of the incident
car tag and description of vehicle
what the child and caregiver were wearing
or other identifying information that can lead authorities to the
person or their home.
If child is in immediate danger, alert authorities and/or call 911.
If providing a service to the home, provide the home address,
name of the homeowner (if known) and or/renter's name (if
applicable) and the approximate ages and descriptions of the
children at risk.
Description of the situation, including: marks or bruises that may be
present, alleged perpetrator's behaviors that put the child at risk,
suspicions you have based on child's appearance or behaviors.
Person responsible for victim's care.
Alleged perpetrator name(s) and witnesses to the situation.
Other relevant information that could expedite an investigation such
as: manufacturing of drugs in home, possession of weapons,
domestic violence, padlocks outside bedrooms, restraints on
children's beds, etc...

YOU ARE A MANDATED
REPORTER!

Mississippi Law Section 43-21-105
of the Mississippi Code of 1972
states ..."any other person
having reasonable cause to
suspect that a child is a neglected
child or an abused child, shall
cause an oral report to be made
immediately by telephone or
otherwise and followed as soon
thereafter as possible by a report
in writing to the Mississippi
Department of Child Protection
Services”.

For more information contact
the Children's Advocacy
Centers of Mississippi at
601-940-6183 or visit
www.childadvocacyms.org

